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Community-Engaged Learning Course 
Self-Assessment Rubric
Note that CEL courses must be 4 units; in rare cases, with review and approval by the CEL Committee, departments might design a series of multiple CEL courses for fewer units (e.g. two consecutive 2-unit courses), but the total units across these courses should be at least 4 units.  Students will have to complete 4 units of CEL to meet the graduation requirement.  We encourage you to check out the FAQs page linked to the CEL graduation requirement page for more information and recommendations for designing your course.
Course Title:
Department:
	CEL Course Component
	Ineffective
	Effective
	Exemplary
	Where is this addressed in the syllabus and/or supplemental documents? Indicate the section or copy and paste text from your syllabus

	Course Description

	Course description does nothing more than indicate that the course has the CEL designation.

	Course description includes a statement about the CEL designation and how it will support student learning and community-identified priorities and needs

	Course description includes a statement about CEL as an experience that develops students’ civic capacities, contributes to the public good, and helps USF achieve its mission.

	

	CEL Course Component
	Ineffective
	Effective
	Exemplary
	Where is this addressed in the syllabus and/or supplemental documents? Indicate the section or copy and paste text from your syllabus

	CEL Outcomes

	CEL outcomes are not included in the syllabus or integrated into the course learning outcomes

	CEL outcomes are copied and pasted verbatim into course syllabus without integrating them into course learning outcomes or CEL outcomes are integrated into course learning outcomes but there’s no indication of which CEL outcome is integrated into which course outcome

	CEL outcomes are integrated thoughtfully into course learning outcomes, with notations (e.g. CEL 1) next to each course learning outcome to indicate which CEL outcome is integrated.

	

	Assignments

	Only one assignment requires students to synthesize learning from readings, lectures, and community engagement activities and/or the assignment(s) for CEL have negligible point values attached. 

	A few course assignments require students to synthesize learning from readings, lectures, and community engagement activities and these assignments have sufficient point values to make them necessary for passing the course.

	Multiple course assignments require students to synthesize learning from readings, lectures, and community engagement activities and/or the point value for these assignments significantly impacts the students’ final grades in the course.

	

	CEL Course Component
	Ineffective
	Effective
	Exemplary
	Where is this addressed in the syllabus and/or supplemental documents? Indicate the section or copy and paste text from your syllabus

	Community Partner Role

	The syllabus does not provide any information about the partner organizations or types of partner organizations for the course, nor does it include any mention of the partner’s role as co-educator or students’ accountability to the community partner.

	The syllabus includes names of community partner organizations and/or description of the types of partner organizations, how partners will support student engagement and learning, and how they will give feedback on student performance.

	The syllabus describes the community partner organization(s) or types of organizations, the partner(s) role as co-educator(s) in facilitating student learning, and how their feedback will significantly contribute to students’ final grades.

	

	Community-Engaged Projects or Activities

	The syllabus makes vague references to possible service activities with no indication of how students will connect to the activities, how they meet community needs and course outcomes, or how they will be assessed.

	The syllabus includes a brief description of possible service activities/projects, how they were identified in collaboration with community partners, and how they will be assessed.

	The syllabus and/or supplementary documents thoroughly describe community-engaged projects and/or activities, including how they were developed in collaboration with community partners, how they respond to community-identified priorities and needs, and how they will be assessed. 
	

	CEL Course Component
	Ineffective
	Effective
	Exemplary
	Where is this addressed in the syllabus and/or supplemental documents? Indicate the section or copy and paste text from your syllabus

	Student Performance Expectations

	The syllabus provides no, or vague, suggestions for how students should conduct themselves while working with community. There is no mention of the minimum required engagement/service hours (20) or the syllabus requires fewer than 20 hours of engagement. 

	The syllabus sets a few specific expectations/recommendations for student performance while engaging with community, and includes an explicit requirement of at least 20 hours of service and expectation of completing all tasks and deliverables.

	The syllabus or supplemental documents provide a list of clear expectations for student performance and engagement with community,  including the number of community engagement hours (20 or more), attention to relationship building, and accountability for completing tasks and projects.

	

	Reflection

	Reflection is not mentioned in the syllabus or is only done through class discussion or unstructured journaling.

	Reflection occurs through class discussion and a few graded assignments that might include guided journaling, reflection papers, etc. 

	Reflection takes many forms, including written, oral, graded, and ungraded, and occurs throughout the semester.  Reflection is guided by prompting questions connected to learning outcomes for the course.

	

	CEL Course Component
	Ineffective
	Effective
	Exemplary
	Where is this addressed in the syllabus and/or supplemental documents? Indicate the section or copy and paste text from your syllabus

	Orientation to CEL and community partners

	Students do not receive an orientation to CEL or community partners, or the orientation entails a cursory lecture.

	Students receive an orientation to CEL sometime during the semester, which might entail readings, guest lectures, the Ready, Set, Engage! Videos, etc. Also, community partners provide an orientation to students to help them understand the work of the organization.

	Students receive a robust and interactive  orientation to CEL during the first 1-3 weeks of the semester, and an orientation to community partners from staff at the organization either onsite or in class.

	

	Course Content and Learning Activities
	Course readings, activities, and discussions do not provide any information that helps students connect their engagement/service experiences to a broader context of inequity and injustice, or scholarly frameworks to help them make meaning of the synthesis of classroom and community learning.

	Course readings, activities, and discussions provide sufficient information to help students connect their engagement/service experiences to a broader context of inequity and injustice.

	Course readings, activities, and discussions provide extensive social, political, economic, historical, environmental, and/or cultural context to help students understand relevant communities and justice issues; and introduce frameworks and examples of how communities can and do facilitate positive change.

	

	CEL Course Component
	Ineffective
	Effective
	Exemplary
	Where is this addressed in the syllabus and/or supplemental documents? Indicate the section or copy and paste text from your syllabus

	Community Partner Relationships
(narrative about this does not have to be included in syllabus, but addressed in last column of this section)

	There is no direct faculty relationship to any community partners for the course and faculty don’t keep track of who students are working with, what they are doing with the organizations, whether students are having meaningful learning opportunities, and whether community partners expectations are being met. Faculty member does not communicate with partners at all, or only communicates their own expectations unilaterally at the beginning of the course.

	The faculty member develops and vets relationships with new community partners,  or draws on existing community partnerships that have been vetted by USF. Faculty member either talks with, or exchanges emails with, community partners to allow for an exchange of information, expectations, timelines, etc. for the community engagement activities.  Faculty member checks in with community partner at least once during the semester and once at the end of the semester to gather formative and summative feedback on student performance.

	The faculty member draws upon sustained relationships with community partners that they have cultivated or connected with through USF’s network of partner organizations. Faculty member meets in person with community partners (preferably at their organization) to discuss expectations, timelines, etc. for the community engagement activities. Faculty member keeps an open line of communication with community partners throughout the semester and invites feedback on student performance to ensure accountability. 

	Describe your role in working with the community partner(s). What does the relationship entail?
In particular, please address:
· What role will you play in selecting and vetting community partners?
· How will you learn about, and account for, community partner expectations and limitations?
· How will you confirm that the student is doing meaningful and relevant service/engagement with the community partner?
· How will you collect feedback on student performance at/for the community partner?
· How will you ensure that the community partner’s expectations and needs have been met?
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